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THE SITE OF MINUMA TSUSENBORI CANAL

Minuma Tsusenbori Canal is famous as very old lock gate system canal in
Japan. It was constructed by Izawa Tamenaga in 1731. The total length is
about 1km. In 1982 it was designated as a historic site by the Japanese Govern-
ment.

Tamenaga developed the Minuma New Ricefields under the order of the 8th
Tokugawa Shogun. He drained the Minuma Reservoir and made new
ricefields. At the same time he dug two waterways for irrigation from the
Tone River and also tried to develop a water transportation route between the
Minuma area and Edo, present-day Tokyo. In order to connect the waterways
and rivers, he planned to dig a canal between the two new waterways.

Here rose a problem. The water level of both waterways was 3m higher
than that of the Sibakawa River,which was running at the bottom. With this
big gap, boats could not go through the canal connecting the three waterways.
This problem, however, was dexterously solved by making two sets of lock
gates on the canal. When river boats passed the canal, plank-gates were
locked, the water level was adjusted, and the boats could go on.

The canal was used only in winter time, when the water was not used for
irrigation. Though thé season was limited, many items were transported
through the canal. For example, from Minuma to Edo : rice, charcoal, fire
wood, vegetables; from Edo to Minuma : manufactured goods, general
merchandise. \;ery old lock gate system canal in Japan contributed much to the
development of the economy around Edo.

The canal ceased to be used at the beginning of the 20th century from the
development of other means of transportation.
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